
NOVEMBER 2021

Thank you to everyone who has sent in items for inclusion in this month’s newsletter.  December will

be the last month when we distribute paper newsletters to homes.  We’ll switch to email from January,

with paper copies available at the pub and Village Hall.

***To receive Witham Friary News by email each month***

Subscribe via Witham Friary News page on the village website

(http://withamfriary.org.uk/#withamfriarynews)

You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing withamfriarynews@gmail.com

Please email us if you know of anyone with limited internet access who would like a paper copy

delivered.

Please email items for inclusion to withamfriarynews@gmail.com by the 18th of each month, 100 words

max if possible. The newsletter is also on the Witham Facebook page and the village website.

Witham Friary Women’s Institute

The October meeting of the WI was held in the Village Hall.  The assistant secretary

Carol Gould and Treasurer Stella Hill gave up to date accounts of business and

finance, all,looking good. Arrangements were made for six members to attend the

AGM at Yeovil in November, as well as an invitation from Castle Cary WI who were

prepared to put together a Group Carol service in December, further details to follow.

It was also suggested that Group skittles may be able to recommence at Evercreech in

November.

Arrangements were also discussed about the upcoming meal for Christmas on 9th

December. Unfortunately due to illness the speaker was unable to come, but will be

rebooked for 2022. Ideas for next year's programme were put forward, followed by

tea and cake served by Val and Stella.

New members are always welcome. Please come along to our next meeting at

2.30pm on Thursday November 4th when we will have Sarah from Chocetal as our

speaker.

The Conker Club Bonfire Night

The Conkers will hold a Best Guy Competition and bonfire, with prizes, on Saturday

November 6th at 6pm in the Seymour Arms garden. There will be food available, and

further details will be on the posters.

Witham Friary History Society

Thursday 25th November: “Coffers, Clysters, Comfrey and Coifs”

Dr Janet Few, history interpreter, writer, researcher and lecturer will describe the

lives of our seventeenth century ancestors covering all aspects of domestic life

including homes, food, clothes, customs, medicinal herbs and witchcraft. Village Hall

7.45pm. Please note the revised date - not Nov 18th.

Date for your diary: Friday 10th December: Christmas quiz. Village Hall 7.30pm.
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Sustainable Witham

Holt Farm Natural Flood Management (NFM) scheme

A Natural Flood Management (NFM) project has been developed to address flood risk

across the Somerset Frome river catchment, south of Frome town. NFM can play an

important part in reducing flood risk by slowing the flow and reducing the size and

frequency of flood peaks. The project is funded by Mendip District Council and the

Somerset Rivers Authority. It is led by the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group South

West and builds on FWAG SW’s highly successful Hills to Levels Project, which was

highlighted in the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan.

As part of this work, an NFM scheme is under construction along the Hermitage

Stream, at Holt Farm, Witham Friary. FWAG SW approached the owner of Holt Farm

who was found to be supportive. The scheme has been designed by Hydro-Morph Ltd,

a specialist river restoration consultancy, and FWAG SW. Local contractor, Paul Millard

Plant Hire Ltd is constructing the scheme, which should be completed in November

2021.

This scheme aims to restore the natural floodplain functionality at Holt Farm. It will

create more space for water on the Holt Farm floodplain and encourage water out of

channel into this space, thereby slowing the flow and contributing to the reduction of

flood risk to roads and property downstream. The scheme will also create new

wetland habitat and greater biodiversity at Holt Farm.

Together with other planned schemes, Holt Farm will contribute to a cumulative flood

risk reduction across the Somerset Frome river catchment.

For further details of the project see: Holt Farm Natural Flood Management (NFM)

scheme.

https://mendip-flood-risk-management-programme-mendip.hub.arcgis.com/.

Contact: Ali Morgan, FWAG SW ali.morgan@fwagsw.org.uk

Meanwhile….

…….the Witham Friary Christmas fair is back! Saturday 4th December, 11am-2pm,

come to the village hall for a fun Christmas shopping opportunity, organised by the

village hall committee and Sustainable Witham.

There will be local stallholders with an array of goods to buy plus hot food, coffee,

tea, cake and possibly even Father Christmas himself.

Cake donations will be welcome!

We are also collecting children’s books and toys in good condition to be passed on to

Fair Frome, so please have a sort out and bring along anything you no longer need.

Witham Window Wonderland will be held again this year on Saturday 18th

December - 5pm-7pm, details to follow in the next newsletter.

For more information about Sustainable Witham see the Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/groups/2381362188551859 and website:

www.sustainablewitham.wixsite.com/withamfriary.

https://mendip-flood-risk-management-programme-mendip.hub.arcgis.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/2381362188551859
http://www.sustainablewitham.wixsite.com/withamfriary


Parish Council update

This month we welcome our new Parish Clerk, Jennifer (Jen) Gregory. Jen looks after

three other parish councils on a part time basis, which puts her in the right place to

look after us as well. Her email address is at the end of these notes.

We have been unable to hold an Annual Parish Meeting for over two years due to

Covid-19 restrictions. Now that we are able to do so we will hold our 2021 APM on

Tuesday 9th November at 7pm in the Village Hall. This will be an open meeting that

anyone can attend to ask questions of the Parish Council, make suggestions and

generally discuss matters of interest to our community.

The agenda will start with updates on Witham Water LLP, the Holt Farm Natural Flood

Management Project and the latest on the One Somerset approach to local

government. After that we will discuss anything else anyone wants to raise. If you do

wish to ask a question please register it with the Clerk by email at

withamfriary.parishcouncil@gmail.com.

Covid safety

Please note that the events listed in this newsletter are all subject to covid

restrictions which could change by the time of the event, so do check the Witham

Friary Village Facebook page for updates beforehand.

(www.facebook.com/WithamFriaryVillage). The village website has more information

from the Parish Council about covid safety at http://withamfriary.org.uk/#home.

Witham Friary directory

Witham Friary Parish Councillors and responsibilities

● Hugo Brooke(Chair): Planning, Recruiting and any general enquiries.

● Will Sheppard (Deputy Chair): Farmers and the Playing field

● Fred Nicholls: Highways, potholes, street lighting etc.

● Colin Horstmann: Communications, Website etc

● John Knowles: Finances, Witham Water, the Play patch

● Marcus Powell: Network Rail and the Footpaths

More information about the PC and meeting minutes here:

http://withamfriary.org.uk/#parishcouncil. To contact the PC, email:

withamfriary.parishcouncil@gmail.com

Somerset Waste collections

According to the Mendip District Council webpage, November collection dates for

Witham Friary village are as follows:

Recycling collection (Fridays): Nov 5, 12, 19, 26

Refuse collection (Fridays): Nov 12

Garden collection (Tuesdays): Nov 9, 23

Check here: https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/6752/Collection-Dates

The Post Office

10.00-12.00 every Wednesday in the Village Hall.  All Post Office services are

available plus everyday personal and business banking: cash withdrawals; cash

deposits; cheque deposits; Post Office card account withdrawals.
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100 Club

The 100 Club holds a draw for three prizes every month (£20, £15, £10) and five

prizes of £50 in December.  There are a few numbers available for new members or

should you want another one (£12pa per number).  All proceeds go towards supporting

community facilities and projects. Winners for October: T. Knight, J Rosser, B&S

Wolff. Please contact Mike Gorman (Mgorman2017@gmail.com or Roy Featherstone

(r.featherstone@yahoo.com) for more information.

Village hall bookings

Available for private and community functions. Bookings for the hall are via Jess

Hyde, email withamfriaryvillhall@gmail.com or call/text 07970 434299. Email is

preferable. Further details here: http://withamfriary.org.uk/#villagehall.

Postlebury church services

The Postlebury churches monthly newsletter is on on the Witham Friary website here:

http://withamfriary.org.uk/#postleburynews.  You can also email

postleburysecretary@gmail.com to ask for the monthly list of church services in the

five Postlebury parishes.  The Postlebury churches website has more information

here: https://www.postleburychurches.org/ The Witham service is the second

Sunday of every month at 11.00am for the foreseeable future.

More Witham Friary news and information

Witham Friary Village Facebook page: www.facebook.com/WithamFriaryVillage

Witham Friary village website: www.withamfriary.org.uk

Witham Friary News is compiled by Mike and Marcia Gorman and is published at the end of each

month with news and events for the coming month.  Please email items for inclusion to

withamfriarynews@gmail.com by the 18th of each month, 100 words max if possible.
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